
WAC 365-198-030  Definitions.  The definitions in this section 
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires oth-
erwise.

(1) "Department" means the department of commerce.
(2) "Development rights credit" means the tradable good repre-

senting development rights. Development rights credits are purchased 
and sold, either on the open market or through a transfer of develop-
ment rights bank. For sending site landowners, credits are assigned 
and certified by the transferring county based on the number of devel-
opment rights assigned to their property pursuant to the county's 
transfer of development rights program. For developers, credits are 
based on the receiving area ratio.

(3) "Receiving area ratio" means the number or character of de-
velopment rights that are assigned to a development right for use in a 
receiving area. Development rights in a receiving area may be used at 
the discretion of the receiving area jurisdiction, including but not 
limited to additional residential density, additional building height, 
additional commercial floor area, or to meet regulatory requirements. 
The receiving area jurisdiction exercises its discretion regarding the 
use of development rights when it adopts policies or regulations to 
allow the use of development rights.

(4) "Receiving areas" are lands within and designated by a city 
or town in which transferable development rights from the regional 
transfer of development rights program established by this chapter and 
certified by the transferring county may be used.

(5) "Receiving cities and towns" mean the cities and towns that 
have chosen to participate in the regional transfer of development 
rights program by receiving development rights pursuant to RCW 
43.362.060.

(6) "Regional transfer of development rights program" means the 
regional transfer of development rights program established by RCW 
43.362.030 in central Puget Sound, including King, Pierce, Kitsap, and 
Snohomish counties and the cities and towns within these counties.

(7) "Sending area" includes those lands designated by the county 
as sending areas from which transferable development rights can be 
sold, and that meet conservation criteria as described in RCW 
43.362.040 as follows:

(a) Land designated as agricultural or forest land of long-term 
commercial significance;

(b) Land designated rural that is being farmed or managed for 
forestry;

(c) Land whose conservation meets other state and regionally 
adopted priorities; and

(d) Land that is in current use as a manufactured/mobile home 
park as defined in chapter 59.20 RCW.

(8) "Sending area ratio" means the number of development rights 
that a sending area landowner can sell per the transferring county's 
transfer of development rights program.

(9) "Transfer of development rights" includes methods for pro-
tecting land from development by voluntarily removing the development 
rights from a sending area and transferring them to a receiving area 
for the purpose of increasing development density or intensity in the 
receiving area.

(10) "Transfer of development rights bank" means an entity oper-
ated by a county or other public agency or private organization for 
the purpose of buying, selling, and holding development rights or fa-
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cilitating private development right transactions between landowners 
and developers.

(11) "Transferable development right" means a right to develop 
one or more residential units, including fractions of residential 
units, in sending areas that have been certified by the transferring 
county, and can be sold and transferred for use consistent with:

(a) A transferring county's adopted program and the regional 
transfer of development rights program; and

(b) A receiving ratio adopted by the city or town for development 
in a designated receiving area.

(12) "Transferring county" means the county that has agreed to 
participate in the regional transfer of development rights program 
pursuant to RCW 42.362.060.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.362.050. WSR 10-18-066, § 365-198-030, 
filed 8/30/10, effective 9/30/10.]
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